To the Inhabitants of the Dioceſe 
of Landafl. 


BRETHRE N, 


Netw not acquaint you with the calamitous State of the Cathedra! 
I Church of LAN DAF, concerning which, many of You have ſpoken to 


me with Grief: I only write to intreat your Contribution towards 

preventing the Ruin of fo antient and venerable a Fabrick. You know 
that ſome Parts of it fell down laſt Winter, and that there is Reaſon to appre- 
hend, that before the End of the next, it will have quite loſt the Appearance 
of a Church. 

Tuts melancholy Reflection has induced me to put you in Mind of its 
Antiquity, as a Motive to excite your pious Regard to our Deſign of re- 
pairing it; which, according to the loweſt Computation, will neceſlarily re- 
quire the Sum of. 6366/. 

ARCHBisHoP Uſher, Sir Henry Spelman, and Biſhop Godwin, ſay, that, 
according to Tradition, it was founded in the Year of our Lord 156, or 180, 
or in ſome intermediate Space between theſe two Periods, or in that Cen- 
tury. And, if the Authority of our own Records may be allow'd, it will a 
pear, that this Church was a CATHEDRAL about the Year of Chriſt 429 ; 
for we read therein, that Dubritius, an holy Perſon, was Conſecrated Biſhop 
of Latparr, by Germanus and Lupus; and, according to the French Hi- 
ſtorians, it was in this Year, that theſe two Biſhops came into Britain; be- 
ing delegated by the Synod of Gaul, to confute ſome notable Diſciples of 
Pelazins the Heretick, who was a Native of theſe Parts. 

JTurs happened above 160 Years before the landing of Auguſtin the Monk 
in Kent, who firſt ſubjected the Britiſb Churches to the Juriſdiction of Rome; 
there having becn no Acknowledgment of any ſuch dependance before, which 
may be proved from this, among other remarkable Facts, that Teliavus, a 
devout Man, who ſucceeded Dubritius, was Conſecrated at Feruſalem by 
the Patriarch of that City. | 

Maxx of You have Reaſon to know from the ſame Records, and a Monu- 
ment now in the Church, that Dubritius and Teliavus were interr'd here, with 
ſeveral other holy Men, their Fellow-Labourers in the Goſpel of CHRIST. 

You need not be inform'd, that in the Year 1119, a Brief was iſſued b 
Radulphns, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, for Rebuilding this Cathedral 
(under the Care of Urban, the 3oth Biſhop of this See from Dubritins.) 
It was directed to your Anceſtors, and the reſt of the Kingdom, and the 
People of France ; and is now extant in our Archives. You may judge with 
what Sell Picrty, the Motives of the Brief were attended to, from the 
Diſpatch which was uſed in carrying on the Work ; for (as it would ſeem) this 
large and (at that time) ſtrong and comely Structure, was finiſhed in leſs than 
two Years, from the Date of the Archbiſhop's Letter. Nor is there an 
occaſion to acquaint You, that from the beginning of the late Civil Wars, 
(when the ſmall Revenues, which then remained to the Biſhop and Chapter, 
were ſequeſtred) this Fabrick has been ſenſibly decaying. Or need You be 
informed of the Damage it ſuffered, by the Violence of the Storm, in the 
Year 1703 ; or what great Expence the Biſhop and Chapter have been at for 
many Years, only to prevent it from falling. 

S1xct moſt of theſe Things have been ſo well known to you, I ſhould 
not have writ concerning them (as has been already ſaid) but for your Recol- 
lection : That You may thereby be the more effectually moved to give your 
Aſſiſtance toward the Repair of this ſacred Structure, which was erected on a 
Place, where G O D choſe ſo carly to hear the Prayers of his Congregation, for 
the Increafe of the firſt Believers, and preſerving them in the Purity of the Faith. 
I alſo mention them, to let You ſee, that, by engaging in this good Work, Ye will 
become Followers of thoſe, who were here the Firſt-fruits of the Gentiles, and 
tirſt received the Spirit of Adoption, which inſtructed them in the Knowledge of 
all Duties; having this Conhdence in the Lord touching You, that Ye will 
do in this Matter, as G O D has enabled You; and adding, for the further- 


ance of your Hope, that whatſcever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 


Tour Paſtor in Chrift, 


JonN Lanpars. 


WE deſire the Clergy to give a good Example on ſo particular and 

g an Occaſion: And that Perſons out of the Dioceſe, whom God 
may diſpoſe to promote this pious Undertaking, would ſend their Alms to 
Meſl. Hoar and Comp. Bankers in Fleetftreet, London. Mr. Richard Mankiin, 
Bookſeller, at Zork, and Meſſ. et Goizin, and Son, Merchants at Brifto/. 
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